
1

The Holy Spirit

• Summary
1. Who He is
2. General Information 
3. The work of the Holy Spirit

4. The Holy Spirit in the Book of Acts
5. Passages in the book of Acts where the Filling of the Spirit was

received.
6. The presence of the Holy Spirit in our lives
7. Cautions regarding receiving the filling of the Holy Spirit

8. Walking in the Spirit
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The Holy Spirit

• Who He is
1.   “He” – John 16 : use of personal pronoun indicates personality

(note uses in John of “He” are capitalized indicating Deity.)
2.   Third person of the Trinity = God (a whole study by itself)

3.   Is a spirit – doesn’t have a physical body
4.   “Rivers of Living Water” – from John 7:38-39
5.   He is sent by the Father in Jesus’ name

6.   Names: 
a.   Spirit of Holiness (Rom. 1:4)
b.   Spirit of Truth  (John 14:17; 16:13)

c.   Spirit of Christ  (Rom. 8:9)
d.   Spirit of Sonship (Rom. 8:15)
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The Holy Spirit
1. Similarities between salvation, the Fear of the Lord, the Holy Spirit:

All are :
a. Gifts (Acts 1:4; 2:38; Lk. 11:11-13)
b. Grace to us from God
c. Received by faith (Gal. 3:2 – “Did you receive the Holy Spirit…by the hearing of faith?”)

Recall how you “received Christ by faith.”

2. Phrases used for the filling of the Holy Spirit:
a.  Being filled with the Holy Spirit
b.  The Holy Spirit fell upon them
c.  The Holy Spirit came upon them
d.  The Baptism in the holy Spirit
e.  Receiving the Holy Spirit
f.   The Holy Spirit was given 

3. He is a person, not a process
You can’t put Him in a bottle.
He does what He wills. (I cor. 12:11)
We cannot decree what He will say or do.
We should be looking to see what He wills and is doing.
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The Holy Spirit

• The Work of the H.S.: *
1.   Counselor
2.   Guide
3.   Comforter

4.   Help us put to death the deeds of the flesh (R om. 8:13)
5.   Empower us for service (Acts 1:8)
6.   Form Christ in us (transform us) II Cor. 3:18)

7.   Teach us all things
8.   Helper

* Much of this material is found in the John 14 & 1 6 HS passages.
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The Holy Spirit

• The Work of the H.S. (continued):
9.   Bring conviction

10.   Disclose what is to come
11.   Glorify Jesus

12.   Boldness to witness (Acts 1:8)
13.   Sealing the new believer (Eph. 1:13-14)
14.   Intercession (Rom. 8:26)

(Helps us in our weakness)
15.   Confirm our position in Christ (Rom. 8:16)
16.   Put the love of God in our hearts (Rom. 5:5; 15:30)
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The Holy Spirit

• The Work of the H.S. (continued):

17.   He is a communicator
a.   Counselor

b.   Guide
c.   Teach us all things
d.   Disclose what is to come

e.   Gifts of the H.S. (e.g. Word of Wisdom, Word o f 
Knowledge) are communicated to us at the time 
of need.

We can hear from the Holy Spirit.
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The Holy Spirit

• The Work of the H.S. (continued):

18.   C. Smith quote from “Living Water”
“The Holy Spirit is God’s gift to you

a.  to enable you to overcome sin,
b.  to be conformed to the image of Christ,
c.  and to transform you into a powerful witness fo r the Lord.

He is given to you so that you might have the power  to live 
for Jesus.”

“The Holy Spirit is not given to you so that you mi ght have 
an ecstatic spiritual experience.”
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1.  2:4      Filled with the HS Filling of the H.S.
2.  4:8      Peter spoke to rulers               Filling of the H.S.
3.  7:55    Stephen gazed into heaven    Filling of the H.S.
4.  9:31    The church…in the comfort of the HS       Comforter
5. 10:19 Peter: “the Spirit said to him…” Counselor

11:12   Peter:  the HS told me to go with them      Guide
6. 11:28 Agabus – prophesied famine Prophecy
7. 13:2     The HS said – separate Saul and …         Counselor/Guidance
8. 13:9     Paul with Elymas the sorceror Discern. of spirits/ word of knowl.
9. 15:28   “It seemed good to the HS” Counselor

10. 16:6    Paul, Silas, Timothy forbidden by the HS   Guidance
11. 16:16  Paul with slave girl Discerning of spirits
12. 18:5    Paul at Corinth – compelled by the HS       Guidance
13. 20:23  Paul at Miletus – HS testifies in every city  Prophecy
14. 20:28  Paul at Miletus – the HS has made you overseers         Church Appointments
15. 21:3-4 Paul – HS told him not to go Counselor
16. 21:11  Agabus – “thus says the HS” Prophecy
17. 27:10  Paul at Fair Havens – “this voyage will end in disaster” Prophecy/Word of 

Knowledge

The Holy Spirit in the Book of Acts
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The Filling of the Holy Spirit

“have not heard 
about H.S.”, laying 
on of hands

H.S came upon 
(epi) them

-tongues
-prophesied

Paul at 
Ephesus

Acts 19:1-76

“just as we have” 
– Peter

H.S. fell, gift,
received

-tongues
-magnify God

Peter/ 
Cornelius

Acts 10:44-
47

5

Later we learn 
that he spoke 
with tongues; 
laying on of hands

Receive the 
H.S. (by 
Ananias)

-received sight
-preached in the 
synagogue

PaulActs 9:174

Simon saw some 
physical 
evidence; laying 
on of hands

Received the 
H.S.;          
fallen upon; 
H.S. given

??Apostles at 
Samaria/ 
Simon 
(sorcerer)

Acts 8:14-
19

3

2nd filling for Peter 
and John

Filled with the 
H.S.

-place shaken
-spoke Word of 
God boldly

Peter/John/ 
Companions

Acts 4:312

Only time for 
tongues of fire

Filled with the 
H.S.

-Rushing wind     -
tongues of fire    -
speaking with 
other tongues

Apostles/ 
Disciples

Acts 2:1-41

CommentsPhraseEvidenceWhoScripture#
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The presence of the Holy Spirit in Our Lives
1. With (para) (John 14:17 “…for He dwells with you and shall be 

in you.”
“alongside” - bringing conviction for sin

- revealing Jesus
- convincing you to receive Jesus

2. In (en)
“indwelling” – sealing at conversion
John 20:22  - “receive” – implied : “right here and n ow”

3. On/upon (epi)  Acts 1:8, 19:6)
“overflows”
“rivers of living water”
empowers (dunamis) the believer for service

4. Paul’s exhortation to the Ephesians (5:18), to be  filled is given 
with a verb tense that means to be “continuously fi lled”.  
(There is evidence in the book of Acts of more than  one filling 
for the apostles.)



11

Receiving The Filling of the Holy Spirit

Cautions

1. God isn’t bound to one particular way of doing th ings.

(e.g. see healings in the New Testament)
2.  May or may not be with tongues
3.  May or may not be with the laying on of hands
4.  Let God do what he will do.
5.  Let Him give you what He knows you need.
6.  Don’t establish a preconceived notion of what y our 

experience will be like.
7.  Receive it in faith and expect to see new, dyna mic evidence of 

the Holy Spirit’s presence in your life.
8.  If you don’t believe you have faith to receive the Holy Spirit filling, 

spend some time asking God for faith before praying  for it.
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Walking in the Spirit

• Walking in the Spirit
Walking by the Spirit

Walking after the Spirit
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Life in the Spirit

• Life in the Spirit as described in Romans 8:
1.   The law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has made me free

from the law of sin and death (v.2);
2.   to walk after the Spirit (v.4)
3.   to be spiritually minded (v.6)

4.   to be in the Spirit (v.9)
5.   to have the Spirit of God dwell in you (v.9)
6.   through the Spirit to mortify the deeds of the body (v. 13)

7.   to be led by the Spirit of God (v.14)
8.   to be the sons of God (v.14)

This is our Canaan, our land of promise.
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Walking in the Spirit

• “How do I walk in the Spirit”?
1.   Be connected to the vine – abiding in Christ (Rom. 8:9-11)

“united with Christ in His resurrection life”
Includes the confession of sin

2.   Be filled with the Spirit (through faith)

3.   The need for waiting
Learning to discern the voice/leadings of the Spirit
How does the Holy Spirit uniquely communicate with and lead you?

4.   Walking daily in obedience to the voice/leadings of the Spirit 
5.   Daily dying to self – (old man remaining crucified with Christ)

“dead reckoning” – saying no to the temptations of the flesh

“Walking after the Spirit and not the flesh” 
“submitting to the Lordship of Christ” 

Early creed of the church – “He is Lord”

“Absolute Surrender”
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Walking in the Spirit

o   Walking in the Spirit is not complicated.
o   It is as simple as a born again believer who is filled with the Spirit,      

listening to and obeying the leadings of the Holy Spirit throughout the 
day.

o   In general, a major obstacle many face is the abundance of voices 
clamoring for attention throughout the day such that we don’t take 
time to wait and listen.


